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Sermon Title: Winning by Losing 

Text: Genesis 13:1-18 

“Our greatest wins are found in God's directions,  
not our own detours .” 

 
In the world of gaming, the goal is simple: level up, hoard resources, 
beat the time and crush your competition. Players are conditioned to 
believe that winning means completing tasks swiftly and securing 
personal gains. But in the kingdom of God, the leaderboard looks 
remarkably different. 
In the text, two individuals are presented with markedly different 

approaches. When prosperity results in household conflict, Lot asserts 

himself by selecting the most helpful territory for his own benefit. In 

contrast, Abram takes a less conventional yet principled approach, 

deliberately withdrawing and allowing another to claim the preferred 

part. While the world shouts “no retreat, no surrender,” Abram 

discovers a divine paradox. By letting go of his rights and choosing to 

lose in the eyes of men, he achieves his greatest “Level Up” in the eyes 

of God. In our study, we will explore the story of Abram and Lot to 

uncover the life-changing secret of Winning by Losing. 

SURRENDER YOUR PRIVILEGE (VV. 6-9) 
As the elder uncle and the one who received God’s direct covenant 
(Genesis 12:1–3), Abram held every legal and cultural right to the best 
land. Lot, by all rights, should have taken the leftovers. 

However, when strife broke out between their herdsmen, Abram did 
not pull rank. Instead, he initiated a peace treaty that looked like a 
strategic blunder: he gave Lot the first choice. 
Abram’s solution was simple: “If you take the left, I’ll go right; if you 
take the right, I’ll go left” (v. 9). By doing this, Abram prioritized three 
things over his own status: 

• Relationship: He valued his “kinsman” more than the lushness 
of the valley. 

• Peace: He knew that winning a dispute but losing a family 
member is a net loss. 

• Testimony: The Canaanites and Perizzites were watching (v. 7). 
Abram knew his behavior reflected the God he served. 

We often think that holding onto our rights is how we protect our 
future. Abram’s example teaches us the opposite: surrendering your 
entitlement is not a sign of weakness; it is a sign of trust. Abram could 
let go of the “best map” because he knew his blessing did not come 
from the land—it came from the Lord. 
So, when “fairness” becomes a battlefield at work or home, try the 
Abram Principle. Surrendering your right to be “first” or “privilege” can 
preserve a unity that is far more valuable than the prize you are fighting 
for. 

 
SURRENDER YOUR LIMITED PERCEPTION (VV. 10-13) 
When Lot looked at the Jordan Valley, he saw a “Garden of the Lord” 
(v. 10). It was lush, well-watered, and promised instant prosperity. 
However, Lot’s perception was limited to the physical. He saw the grass, 
but he ignored the neighbors (v.13). Lot chose a paradise that was a 
spiritual minefield. He chose based on what he could see at that 
moment, moving his tent closer to a moral disaster. While Abram did 
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not feel the need to “grab” the best land because his security was not 
in the soil; it was in the Covenant (Genesis 12:1–3). He surrendered the 
need to control his destiny through his own sight, trusting that God’s 
promise would hold firm even in the “dusty” hills. 
We often think, “Only this place can provide for me,” but every land has 
its own strengths and its own snares. Like Abram, we must realize that 
our true blessing comes from God's presence, not just the economic 
climate of where we live. 
Before you make your next big move or evaluate your current situation, 
ask yourself: 

1. The Tent Test: In seeking security, am I moving my “tent” closer 
to God’s presence or closer to the world’s influence? 

2. The “Value” Test: Am I evaluating this opportunity based solely 
on material gain, or am I considering the health of my soul? 

Abram “lost” the fertile valley but gained a legacy (Genesis 17:5). Lot 
“won” the best land but eventually lost everything in a cave (Genesis 
19). Do not let what looks like a “Garden of Eden” blind you to a spiritual 
snare. 

 

SURRENDER YOUR WILL AND OUTCOMES (VV.14-18) 
Immediately after Abram yielded his rights, God spoke. He did not just 
give Abram a small plot of land; He told him to look north, south, east, 
and west: “All the land that you see I will give to you” (v. 15). 
What we grab with our own hands, we eventually lose. But what we 
place in God’s hands, He secures for us forever. Abram “lost” the first 
choice, but he “won” the entire map because he followed the Great 
Developer’s lead. 
We often struggle with this in our spiritual communities. We insist on 
our own way, our ideas, our rights, our side of the story. But true 
breakthrough happens when you stop saying, “But what if they do it 

again?” and start saying, “I surrender the result to God.” You might be 
surprised to find that while you were wrestling with your will, God was 
already working on the other person’s heart. 
In the Kingdom of God, the “Game Over” of our pride is the beginning 
of our victory. Abram won by losing his right to choose first, and he won 
by losing his fear of the future.  
We see this “Winning by Losing” strategy most clearly in Jesus Christ. 
He held the ultimate “High Score”—the throne of heaven—yet He 
surrendered His rights. He looked at our broken world and chose the 
dusty hills of Calvary over the riches of the universe. In the eyes of the 
world, the Cross looked like a “Game Over.” But in the eyes of God, it 
was the greatest “Level Up” in history: the definitive victory over sin 
and death. 
 

💭 Ponder:  Are you focused on hoarding status and being right, or on 
building a legacy? Abram’s true “Level Up” came from trusting God, 
not grabbing land. What “win” do you need to surrender today to gain 
God’s peace? 
 

🛠️ Practical Application: Identify a current conflict where you are 
fighting to be “right.” This week, intentionally let the other person 
have the “first choice” or the last word. By prioritizing the relationship 
over the result, you stop defending your rights and start trusting God 
to handle the outcome. 
 

 🛐 Prayer:  Lord, I admit that it is hard to let others go first when I 
feel I deserve the best. Help me to surrender my need for control and 
my fear of the future. I choose to believe that my security is found in 
Your promises, not in my possessions. Give me the strength to “lose” 
my pride so that I may win the peace that only You can provide. Amen 


